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Workers preparing floating barriers, used to keep oil away from the coastline

OI1L DISASTER IN

Oil flowing out of a pipe on the seabed of
the Gulf of Mexico is threatening to cause
an environmental disaster in the USA.
Workers in hundreds of small boats are
setting up floating barriers, called booms,
to try to stop a huge oil slick from reach-
ing the coastlines of the states of Loui-
siana, Mississippi, Alabama and Florida.

On 20th April a floating oil rig in the
Gulf of Mexico caught fire after an ex-
plosion. The rig, called Deepwater Ho-
rizon, was designed to drill for oil deep
underwater. Workers on the rig were
quickly evacuated. Eleven people are
still missing. They are presumed to have
died. Two days after the fire began, the
oil rig sank. It was then noticed that oil
was leaking from the seabed.

The leaks are coming from a broken
pipe under the rig that brings oil to the
surface. The oil is coming from an oil-
field 4,000 metres (13,100 feet) below

GuLF oF MExIco

the seabed. These oil pipes have valves
fitted to them called ‘blowout prevent-
ers’. If an accident occurs these valves
should automatically close the pipes and
stop oil flowing through them. But the
Deepwater Horizon’s blowout preventer
did not work correctly. So oil is continu-
ing to flow through the broken pipe. Oil
floats on water, so a huge oil slick has
formed on the surface of the sea.

A company called Transocean owns
the Deepwater Horizon rig. Its headquar-
ters are in Switzerland. BP, one of the
world’s biggest oil companies, was pay-
ing Transocean to drill for oil in the Gulf
of Mexico on its behalf. BP is based in
the UK.

The leaking pipe is too deep underwa-
ter for human divers to be able to reach
it. So BP has been using remote operat-
ing vehicles (ROV5s) to try to activate the
blowout preventer. These are submarine
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robots. So far the ROVs have failed
to shut the valve.

The oil leak is about 77 kilo-
metres (48 miles) from where the
River Mississippi, one of the long-
est in the world, flows into the Gulf
of Mexico. The coastline on either
side of the river’s mouth is made
up of what are known as wetlands.
Environmentalists say the accident
could not have happened at a worse
time for the wildlife there. At this
time of year a large number of water
birds nest in these wetlands. Other
birds flying back to the USA for the
summer months also use the wet-
lands to rest. Experts say most birds
that come into contact with the oil
will die.

The accident has also affected
fishing companies. Many fish for
shrimps, crabs and oysters along
this part of the Gulf Coast during the
summer months. They have been or-
dered to stop fishing. Some believe
the oil could ruin the fishing indus-
try in this part of the Gulf of Mexico
for many years.
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Several methods are being used
to reduce the size of the oil slick.
These include boats skimming oil
from the sea’s surface, and setting
parts of the slick on fire. Aircraft are
spraying special chemicals called
dispersants on the slick. These break
down the oil so it mixes with the
seawater and sinks to the seabed.
Some of the ROVs are pumping dis-
persants directly into the oil flowing
out of the pipe deep under the water.

BP has two plans to stop the leak.
It is building several large steel
domes. These will be lowered to the
seabed so they sit on top of the oil
leaks. The domes are designed to act
like upside-down funnels. Pipes fit-
ted to the top of the domes will then
funnel the leaking oil to the surface,
where ships can collect it.

Satellite photograph showing the oil slick, taken
a few days after the oil rig sank

Nobody knows if this will work.
BP officials say if it does they should
be able to collect about 85% of the oil
coming out of the broken pipe. The
first dome is expected to be lowered
to the seabed on the 10th May.

The other plan is to drill what
is known as a relief well nearby.
This relief well will meet the leak-
ing one deep below the seabed.
Large amounts of mud and concrete
will then be pumped down the re-
lief well. Experts say this should
block the leaking pipe. In the past
this method has stopped similar
undersea oil leaks. However, drill-
ing the new relief well could take
several months.

Barack Obama, the president
of the USA, declared the oil leak a
national emergency. He visited the
area on 2nd May and spoke to those
working to stop the oil from reach-
ing the coastline. The president
insists BP is responsible for the ac-
cident and all the damage it causes.
The company has already agreed to
pay for cleaning up all the oil. &

TREATING FUTURE ILLNESSES?

A professor has become the first
person in the world to start taking
medicine for an illness he might get
in the future. Doctors made sugges-
tions about the medicines he should
take after studying his genome.

The genome is the name given
to the complete set, or map, of all
genes in a human, animal, plant, or
other living thing. Genes have tiny
coded pieces of information that
determine a living organism’s char-
acteristics. For example, in humans
different genes can determine the
colour of a person’s eyes or hair.

Scientists have been studying and
mapping genomes for several years.
Over time they have also discovered
that our genes have something to do
with whether we get certain illnesses.
Scientists are continuing their studies
about the connection between genes
and disease. They are trying to find
out how our surroundings and other
things affect the illnesses we get, and
how our genes determine illnesses.
Most scientists agree that in some
cases, it’s a combination of our genes
and our environment that causes us
to get certain illnesses.

Scientists think some genes may
predispose us, or make us more
likely to get, certain illnesses. But
they need something else from our
environment to ‘switch them on’. If
that ‘something else’ does not hap-
pen then we don’t get the illness.
Scientists say there are still many
things they do not understand about
how our genes and our surroundings
work together in this way.

Stephen Quake, an American
university professor, decided to
have his genome mapped. He then
gave his genome information to
medical scientists to study. A family
member of his had already suffered
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from heart disease. So he wanted to
know if his genome showed that it
was likely he would get the same
heart disease in the future.

The medical scientists compared
Professor Quake’s genome to those
known to indicate a person is likely to
get particular illnesses. The scientists
tested for 55 different diseases. They
said Professor Quake’s genome shows
that he has a more than 50% chance
of getting heart disease and becoming
obese as he gets older. They also said
his genome shows he has a low risk of
getting a disease called Alzheimer’s
or of having eye problems.

Now, based on the study of his
genome, Professor Quake has begun
to take statins. These are medications
people take to lower their level of
cholesterol, a substance that is con-
nected to heart disease and obesity.

Professor Quake predicts the
study of people’s genomes will be a
normal part of everyday healthcare in
the future. For example, he says peo-
ple whose genomes show they have
a higher risk of heart disease will go
for checkups with their doctors more
often than those with a lower risk.

However, other experts disagree
with what Professor Quake has
done. They say scientists do not yet
know enough about genomes and
whether it is ‘right’ to treat people
today for a disease they may or may
not get in the future. O

NoAH’s ARK

On 27th April Christian explorers
from Turkey and Hong Kong made
an official announcement. They claim
to have found the remains of Noah’s
Ark on Mount Ararat, close to the
border between Turkey and Armenia.

The story of Noah is mentioned in
ancient Jewish, Christian and Islamic

writings. According to the Book of
Genesis, the first book of the Chris-
tian Bible, God tells Noah he is going
to send a huge flood to punish peo-
ple for their sins. God orders Noah
to build an enormous wooden ark, or
boat. Once it has been completed God
sends two of every animal to Noah
to be loaded onto the ark. Noah, his
family and the animals on the ark are
the only survivors of the great flood
apart from the fish in the sea.

Mount Ararat

In the story, when the floodwa-
ters go down the ark comes to rest
‘on the mountains of Ararat’. Ex-
perts calculate that if the story is
true the flood would have happened
about 4,800 years ago.

The Book of Genesis describes
the ark and lists its dimensions.
From the measurements listed it’s
thought the ark would have been
around 137 metres (450 feet) long.

In the past several people have
claimed to have found the remains
of Noah’s Ark in the area around
Mount Ararat. Yet none has been
able to prove it. Some claims have
been shown to be hoaxes.

The explorers from Turkey and
Hong Kong showed a video of what
they said was a wooden structure. It
included a staircase and doors. They
said they discovered the remains
last year but had not made an an-
nouncement until now because they
wanted to find out the age of some
of the wood.

The group says tests on the wood
have recently been done. These
showed it dates to around 2,800
years BC — about the time that the
flood is supposed to have happened.
The group said the exact place where
the wooden remains were found is
being kept a secret, but it was at
a height of 3,960 metres (13,000
feet). They now plan to carry out a
more detailed investigation of what
they found.

Several historians say they do
not believe the claims. Many doubt
the flood actually happened. They
argue that if the floodwaters rose
high enough to leave a boat near the
top of the mountain they must have
covered all of modern-day Iraq and
Egypt as well as the rest of the Mid-
dle East. Yet it is known that cities
in ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia
(modern day Iraq) were not flooded
at this time. Scientists also say evi-
dence left behind by a flood of this
size should still be visible today, but
none has been found. &

NewsCaAsT

RuBBISH DEODORANT — A company
in Beijing, the capital of China, is
trying out a new way to control
the smell coming from one of
the city’s rubbish dumps. People
living nearby have complained
about the smell. The company is
using specially designed hoses to
spray a type of ‘natural deodor-
ant’, made from several different
plants, over the rubbish. The spray
is supposed to get rid of the smell.
The rubbish is also being covered
with large sheets designed to ab-
sorb bad smells. However, some
people claim the new treatment is
not working. They say, with the
arrival of warmer weather, the
smell is getting worse.
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0Oil is the world's most-used source of energy.
Yet although itis a naturally occurring substance,
oil can cause environmental disasters. Large oil
spills or leaks can seriously damage marine crea-
tures and coastal wildlife and plants.

Oil is a fossil fuel. It was formed over a very long
period of time. Hundreds of millions of years ago
much of the land surface of the Earth was covered
with huge trees and large plants. The oceans were
also full of tiny plants and small creatures called
plankton. When these living things died they sank
into muddy swamps on land and to the seabed in
the oceans. Slowly, after many years,
these remains rotted and formed lay-
ers of organic material full of carbon.

Later the conditions on Earth
changed. Layers of sand and mud
covered the carbon-rich organic
material. This sand and mud grad-
ually turned to hard rocks. These
newly formed rocks squashed the
layers underneath. The pressure of
the rocks also created heat. These
conditions slowly turned the rot-
ted remains of trees, plants and sea
creatures into oil and gas.

Over time, earthquakes and
other rock movements formed gaps, or chambers,
in the rocks deep underground where oil and
gas collected. These underground ‘chambers’ are
what we now call oilfields.

Geologists — scientists who study rocks — are
able to recognise which rocks are likely to have
oil and gas underneath. Once geologists believe
they have found an oilfield, an oil rig or platform
is set up to drill through the rocks. If the oilfield
is under the sea, rigs can be fixed to the seabed or
float on the sea above.

Long pipes are fitted behind the oil rig’s drill.
Once the drill reaches the oilfield underground
pressures can force the oil and gas up through
the pipes. Pumps may also be needed to bring the
oil to the surface. Qil can be transported to where
it is needed by large ships, called oil tankers. Gas
can be pumped along pipelines.

OIL AND ENVIRONMENTAL DISASTERS

Oil rig

by Dr Carol Ballard

The oil that comes up from under the ground
is called crude or petroleum. It is thick, sticky
and black. Crude is a mixture of many different
chemicals called hydrocarbons. These contain the
elements hydrogen and carbon. All types of hydro-
carbons contain a lot of energy. Before they can
be used, the different types of hydrocarbons in the
crude are separated by a process called fractional
distillation. Thisis done in specially designed large
industrial plants called oil refineries.

In refineries, crude oil is heated to very high
temperatures. It evaporates into a mixture of gas-
ses. These gasses are separated and
cooled until they form liquids, which
are used to make many oil-based
products. For example, from crude we
get fuels used for cars, aircraft and
other vehicles; lubricating and heat-
ing oils; and chemicals for making
plastics and paints.

Sometimes oil tankers have acci-
dents that result in oil spilling into
the sea. 0Oil does not mix with wa-
ter. Instead, on the sea it spreads
out and forms a thick floating layer
called a slick. Leaking or broken
pipes on oil rigs or platforms in the
sea can also cause oil slicks.

If an oil slick is far out to sea it can be slowly
broken down by the movement of the water and
gradually sink to the bottom. But if a large slick
washes ashore it can cause serious problems on
the coast. On land, oil is very difficult to clean up
and can remain just under the surface of the sand
or mud for many years.

The feathers of seabirds are no longer water-
proof if they are covered in oil. Oil also blocks the
fur of marine animals such as seals so they cannot
keep warm. If oil-covered birds and animals try to
lick themselves clean the oil poisons them.

Some environmental experts warn that as oil
companies look for oil and gas in deeper parts of
the oceans, the possibility of more environmen-
tal disasters like the current one in the Gulf of
Mexico is likely to increase.
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PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION IN
AUSTRIA

A presidential election was held in
Austria on 25th April. Of the three
candidates, Heinz Fischer won the
most votes and was therefore re-
elected as the country’s president.

Heinz Fischer, president of Austria

In Austria presidential elections
are held every six years. Mr Fischer
won the last one in 2004. This means
he took part in the latest election as
the ‘incumbent’” — the official who
currently holds the position.

The position of president of Aus-
tria is mainly symbolic. He or she
has little power. The leader of one
of the political parties that has the
most members of parliament runs
the country. This person is called
the chancellor.

One person standing in the
election was Barbara Rosenk-
ranz. Mrs Rosenkranz is a con-
troversial  politician. She was
selected as the Freedom Party’s
presidential candidate.

The Freedom Party is usually
described as ‘far right’. This term
is used to describe a set of political
beliefs. Far right politicians hold
what many consider to be very ex-
treme views. They are often accused
of being racist. One belief of many
far right parties is that all immigra-
tion from other countries should be
stopped, and that immigrants who
have arrived in the recent past must

leave. Far right parties often think
it is all right for people with certain
religious beliefs to be persecuted
because of them.

Austria is a member country
of the European Union (EU). Mrs
Rosenkranz and the Freedom Party
disagree with many of the EU’s
rules and regulations.

Only 50% of the people allowed
to vote in the election chose to take
part. Of these votes Mr Fischer
won 79%. Mrs Rosenkranz got
15% and Rudolf Gehring, the third
candidate, 5%.

Austria’s next presidential elec-
tion will be held in 2016. O

GIRL SURVIVES DEADLY ATTACK

An Australian girl has been released
from hospital after recovering from
an encounter with one of the world’s
deadliest creatures. Doctors say they
are amazed the ten-year-old girl sur-
vived after she was badly stung by a
box jellyfish.

The box jellyfish is a sea creature
that lives in tropical and subtropical
waters. Its body is made of a jelly-
like substance that trails long tenta-
cles. Its tentacles can be up to three
metres (ten feet) in length. Each
one contains thousands of stinging
cells. Of all the world’s venomous
creatures, scientists say the box
jellyfish is among the most dan-
gerous. This is because its venom
acts very quickly. The jellyfish’s
venom affects the nervous system
and the heart. If stung by a box
jellyfish a person can suffer from
heart failure.

Rachael Shardlow was stung
while swimming in a river in
Queensland, a state in the north east
of Australia. The box jellyfish ten-
tacles wrapped around her leg and

began stinging her. Her 13-year-old
brother was with her at the time. He
pulled his sister out of the river. He
said she told him she could not see
and was having difficulty breathing.
She then became unconscious.

Rachael was taken to hospital
immediately where doctors worked
to save her life. It was six weeks be-
fore she was allowed to go
back home.

One scientist who is an expert
on sea creatures was amazed that
Rachael survived. He said venom
from this type of box jellyfish could
kill a human more
quickly than that
from any other
venomous animal.
Her recovery was
even more re-
markable, he said,
considering how
many stings she
had on her legs.
He believes this
is the first time anyone has survived
such serious box jellyfish stings and
she is lucky to be alive.

Rachael still has to wear special
bandages on her legs, which have
some scars from the jellyfish stings.
However, doctors and her fam-
ily say she is making an extremely
good recovery. O

Box jellyfish

BHUTAN'S FIRST SUMMIT

The small Himalayan Kingdom of
Bhutan held its first-ever interna-
tional meeting, or summit, on 28th
and 29th April. The Kingdom hosted
the 16th meeting of the South Asian
Association for Regional Coopera-
tion (SAARC).

The SAARC was first set up in
1985. It has eight member countries:
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
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India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan
and Sri Lanka. The latest country
to join the group was Afghanistan
in 2007. A Secretary-General leads
the SAARC. The current Secretary-
General is Sheel Kant Sharma, a
diplomat from India.

The SAARC’s job is to work out
ways for its member countries to
work more closely together. This in-
cludes trade — buying and selling
goods and services — and solving
political disagreements.

The Kingdom of Bhutan has a
population of around 680,000. Until
recently it was closed to the outside
world. For example, people there
did not have tel-
evision until 1999,
and had access to
the internet only
after 2008. The
current king’s fa-
ther ran the coun-
try as an absolute monarch. This
meant the king ran the country and
made all the important decisions.
He was assisted by a few ministers
that he personally selected.

This changed in 1998 when the
king announced that a group of min-
isters would run the country. He also
said the country’s first democratic
elections would take place in 2008.
After these were held, he said, he
would step down. His son would
become the new king, but would not
have any power to run the country.

Bhutan is now a constitutional
monarchy — a country with an elect-
ed prime minister and a member of
the royal family as head of state.
The prime minister and an elected
parliament run the country and the
king acts as a figurehead.

In the past Bhutan has been re-
luctant to hold any international
meetings. This, officials said, was
because it did not have enough

SAARC logo

facilities such as hotel rooms to host
many foreign leaders and their ad-
visers all at the same time.

AFGHANISTAN

BHUTAN

PAKISTAN NEPAL

BANGLADESH
INDIA

%
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B Member countries of the South Asian
Association of Regional Cooperation (SAARC)

The theme chosen by Bhutan for
its first international meeting was
“Towards a Green and Happy South
Asia’. All those attending the meet-
ing said they believed it had been a
great success. &

LIVING WITHOUT FOOD AND WATER

Military scientists working at a hos-
pital in India have begun a study of
an unusual 82-year-old man. The
man, called Prahlad Jani, is an Indian
yogi. He claims he has neither eaten
nor drunk anything for over 70 years.

A yogi is a person who has spe-
cial spiritual beliefs, does yoga,
and spends many hours meditating.
Prahlad Jani left home at the age of
seven to become a wandering monk.
He says about a year later a goddess
blessed him. This blessing, he says,
has made him able to live without
food or water ever since.

Seven years ago doctors at the
same hospital studied Prahlad Jani.
They kept him in a room for ten
days. During this time he ate and
drank nothing. He did not bathe nor
go to the toilet. He was given a small
amount of water every day to wash
out his mouth. This was collected
and measured after he spat it out to

check to see if he had drunk any of it.
The doctors said his health was not
affected over the ten days but he had
lost a very small amount of weight.
Usually the human body is not
able to survive without water for
more than four days. People who
fast can last without food for much
longer, but this is because they con-
tinue to drink small amounts of wa-
ter. Even with water, most people
would die if they did not eat anything
for over 50 days. But people fasting
also continue to pass urine, which
Prahlad Jani does not seem to do.
The test began on 22nd April.
Prahlad Jani will be under surveil-
lance for between 15 and 20 days.
As part of the experiment military
doctors will do medical tests on him,
including scanning his brain and tak-
ing blood samples. During the ex-
periment Prahlad Jani is also being
filmed throughout the day and night.
After six days doctors said yoga
exercises seem to have had an amaz-
ing effect on Prahlad Jani’s body.

WORLD'S TASTIEST — A restaurant in
Copenhagen, the capital of Den-
mark, has been awarded the title
of ‘best restaurant in the world’
by an English food magazine.
The announcement was made at a
special ceremony in London, the
capital of the UK. The restaurant
is well-known for using unusual
ways of making food — for exam-
ple, using liquid nitrogen to freeze
things. It has even created ‘edible
soil’ to serve vegetables in. The
top ten restaurants included four
in Spain and three in the USA.
The Spanish restaurant that has
come first for the last five years
was knocked into second place by
the Danish one.
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After doing some tests they said his
brain function is similar to that of a
25-year-old man.

5 |

Prahlad Jani

The doctor in charge of the ex-
periment says he wants to discover
how a human body can survive for
a long time without food and wa-
ter. He thinks if this can be taught,
it could be useful for soldiers. It
could also help people who live in
places where natural disasters, such
as earthquakes, happen. If someone
were to get trapped under a col-
lapsed building without food and
water, he or she could stay alive for
many days before being rescued. &

FAMOUS VOYAGE RELIVED

On 29th April four men set off in a
small boat near the Pacific Ocean is-
land of Tonga. They plan to recreate
a famous voyage made by Captain
William Bligh 221 years ago.

Captain Bligh was in charge of a
British navy ship called the Bounty.
He was ordered to travel to the is-
land of Tahiti to collect samples of a
local plant nicknamed *‘breadfruit’.
These plants were then to be taken
to Jamaica, where it was hoped
they would grow and provide an
inexpensive food for slaves that had
been taken there from Africa.

In 1789, as the ship sailed near
Tonga, many of the Bounty’s crew
mutinied. They illegally took control
of the ship and locked up Captain

Bligh and his supporters. Soon af-
terwards they put the Captain in one
of the ship’s small sailing boats with
18 other men who had not joined the
mutiny. The boat was only seven me-
tres (23 feet) long. Captain Bligh was
given food and water for only a few
days. The Bounty then sailed away.

The small boat was dangerously
overloaded. Captain Bligh was not
given any maps, but he had a pocket
watch and a sextant — an instrument
used by sailors for navigation.

At first they sailed to a nearby is-
land but the people there killed one of
the men. Captain Bligh then decided
to sail westwards to East Timor — a
distance of about 5,800 kilometres
(3,600 miles) — where he knew there
was a port controlled by Europeans.

Captain Bligh was worried about
stopping anywhere in case native
people tried to kill any more of his
men. The only weapons they had
to defend themselves were a few
swords. After 47 days, the boat
reached in East Timor. All the men
had survived the trip although a few
died soon after they arrived. Many
people consider Captain Bligh’s
open-boat voyage to be one of the
greatest ever completed.

R
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fhboat following Captain Bligh’svoyage

The boat in which the men plan
to recreate the remarkable journey
is about the same size as Captain
Bligh’s. They are also only taking
the same amount of food and water,
the same instruments that Captain
Bligh had, and no maps. One of the

crew is only 18 years old and has
never sailed before.

The expedition’s leader is Don
Mclntyre, an experienced Austral-
ian sailor. He says the only modern
equipment they will have is a life raft
and GPS finder. These, he explains,
will be used only in an emergency.

Mr Mclntyre says two previous
expeditions have followed Captain
Bligh’s journey. Yet both have used
modern equipment. He therefore be-
lieves his voyage will be the first to
recreate the conditions faced by Cap-
tain Bligh and some of the Bounty’s
crew over 200 years ago. &3

ICE DISCOVERED ON ASTEROID

Two teams of astronomers — scien-
tists who study planets and objects
in space — from the USA have an-
nounced they have discovered ice
on a large asteroid, or space rock.
The asteroid, called 24 Thermis, is
orbiting the Sun in what’s known as
the asteroid belt. This *belt’ is be-
tween Mars and Jupiter.

The discovery, which was made
using high-powered telescopes, is
important. This is because it could
prove all the water on the Earth
originally came from asteroids and
comets. Comets are frozen objects
made up of ice, rock and dirt, which
also orbit the sun.

Most scientists agree the Earth
is about 4.5 billion years old. They
think when it first formed the Earth
was a rocky waterless planet that
was closer to the Sun. Many have
therefore wondered where all the
water on the Earth came from.

One theory is that the water was
brought by hundreds of thousands
of asteroids and comets. These are
thought to have crashed into the
Earth between 4.1 and 3.8 billion
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years ago. As they came from cooler
parts of space, the asteroids are be-
lieved to have had ice on them. The
water they brought was eventually
enough to cover around two thirds of
the planet.

24 Thermis is one of the larger
objects in the asteroid belt. It is al-
most 200 kilometres (125 miles)
wide. By studying the light re-

flected from it, one of the teams of |

astronomers calculated it must be
covered in a very thin layer of frost.
This was a surprise to the scientists.
Until now they believed the Sun’s
heat was enough to have evapo-
rated any water on the asteroid’s
surface a long time ago. They now
suspect water held in the middle of
the asteroid gradually comes to the
surface to replace the water that
has evaporated.

Artist’s impression of the asteroid belt
Astronomers now hope a mission
to 24 Thermis can be organised. If it
is it will be possible to collect some
of the asteroid’s ice. This could then
be compared with water found on
the Earth. Scientists say if they are
exactly the same it could prove that
all the Earth’s water originally came
from asteroids and comets. £

SHANGHAI ExPo OPENS

Expo 2010 opened to the public
in Shanghai, one of China’s larg-
est cities, on 1st May. A huge
firework display and ceremony

marking the official opening of the
Expo took place on the evening of
30th April.

Expos—short for expositions—are
also known as World or International
Fairs. They are enormous shows that
have many exhibits of traditions,
music, products and art from differ-
ent countries. The Shanghai Expo
includes displays from around 190
countries. It will remain open for
six months.

Most historians say the world’s
first ‘Expo’ was the Great Exhibi-
tion, held in the UK in 1851. It was
the idea of Prince Albert, Queen Vic-
toria’s husband. A huge “glasshouse’
similar to an enormous greenhouse
was built in a park in London, the
capital of the UK, for
the exhibition. The
Great Exhibition in-
cluded items from
all over the world as
well as many new in-
dustrial inventions.

Since the 1920s an
organisation called the
Bureau of Internation-
al Expositions (BIE)
has decided where
World Fairs can be held. There are
two types. The large ones are called
World Expos. Nowadays, these are
held every five years. The last World
Expo took place in Japan in 2005. The
next will be in 2015 in Milan, in Ita-
ly. The smaller fairs are often called
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International Expos. These usually
last only for a few months.

At both types of Expos there
are separate ‘pavilions’ for differ-
ent countries. Countries design and
decorate their pavilions according to
the Expo’s theme. The 2010 theme
is ‘Better City — Better Life’. Not
every country has its own pavilion.
For example, in Shanghai there is
one large pavilion for the whole
of Africa.

Shanghai has spent many years
preparing for its Expo. The pavil-
ions have been built on the site of
old steel and shipbuilding factories.
The Expo is taking place on both
sides of the River Huangpu, which
flows through the city.

The China Pavilion is the larg-
est. It looks like an ancient Chinese
crown or upside-down pyramid.
Japan’s pavilion is like a huge tent.
Everything inside is powered by
solar cells that have been sewn into
the material from which the tent
IS made.

Experts calculate that holding
the Expo will cost about £35 billion
(US$52.5 billion). This figure, they
say, includes all the
building work. Offi-
cials from Shanghai
claim it is costing
much less than this.

Hu lJin-tao, the
president of China,
and Nicolas Sarkozy
and Lee Myung-
bak, the presidents
of France and South
Korea, attended the
opening ceremony. It is estimated
about 70 million people will visit
the 2010 Expo. Most will be from
China. The organisers are also pre-
dicting that around five million for-
eign tourists will travel to Shanghai
to see the Expo. &

EXPO
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UKRAINE AND RussIA

Fighting broke out in the Verkhovna
Rada, the parliament of Ukraine, on
27th April. The trouble began when
a vote was being taken. The vote
was about letting Russia use a navy
base on the Black Sea, in the Cri-
mea, which is part of Ukraine.
Ukraine was once part of the Rus-

sian-led Soviet Union. Soon after | ;

the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991
Ukraine became an independent
country. Under Viktor Yuschenko,
who was elected president at the be-
ginning of 2005, Ukraine began to
work more closely with European
countries. This angered Russia.
President Yuschenko said he wanted
Ukraine to join the European Union
(EU) and NATO (North Atlantic
Treaty Organization).

When Ukraine was part of the
Soviet Union the Russian Black
Sea fleet of navy ships was based at
Sevastopol, a port in Crimea. After
Ukraine became independent, it said
the Russian navy could continue

NewsCAST

UNusSuAL BODYGUARDS — A nature
reserve in the UK has employed
two unusual guards to protect its
wildlife — a pair of llamas. The
animals have been brought to the
reserve to scare away predators
that take eggs and baby birds. Lla-
mas, say members of the reserve’s
staff, can be aggressive when de-
fending their territory. They make
loud noises and even spit if they
feel threatened. The staff hope ..

the llamas will keep ani- /&~
mals such as foxes i

away from the § |
reserve’s popula- '~ A
tion of breeding A
birds and chicks. =~ —*

)

to use the port of Sevastopol until
2017. President Yuschenko said he
would not extend this date.

UKRAINE

RUSSIA

Crimea
Sevastopol«

Black Sea

TURKEY

During Mr Yuschenko’s time as
president Ukraine and Russia had
several arguments about natural gas.
Russia is one of the world’s largest
producers of gas. Some is sold to
Ukraine. But large amounts are also
sold to European countries. This gas
is transported through long pipelines
that cross Ukraine. Russia accused
Ukraine of not paying for all the gas
it used. It also claimed that Ukraine
had stolen gas being transported to
Europe along the pipelines. Ukraine
denied this. Yet it did admit it was
having difficulty paying for the
Russian gas it used because it did
not have enough money.

Ukraine is now split between
people who are either anti- or pro-
Russia. Most people who live in the
east of the country are pro-Russia.
Most living on the western side are
anti-Russia. The current president,
Viktor Yanukovich, is from the east
of Ukraine. He was elected at the
beginning of 2010. He is the leader
of the ‘Party of the Regions’, a pro-
Russian political party.

Recently, President Yanukovich
signed an agreement with Vladimir
Putin, Russia’s prime minister. It
says Russia can continue to use Sev-
astopol as a naval base until 2047.
In return Russia has agreed to lower
the price at which it sells gas to
Ukraine by 30%. Experts say, over

the next ten years, this discount will
be worth around £26 billion (US$
40 billion).

President Yanukovich’s oppo-
nents claim the agreement betrays
Ukraine. Some of them threw eggs
at the person organising the vote
in parliament. Somebody let off a
smoke bomb. Others displayed a
large Ukrainian flag, and fighting
broke out. Yet despite the protests
236 members of parliament, out of
a total of 450, voted to accept the
agreement with Russia. £

Car BoMB IN NEw YORK

On 1st May a man in New York City,
in the USA, told a policeman he
had seen smoke inside a car parked
in the city centre. The car’s engine
had been left running and its hazard
warning lights were on.

The car had been parked in Times
Square, a busy area popular with tour-
ists, at about six thirty in the evening.
At this time the square was full of
people. When police officers arrived
they evacuated everyone from sur-
rounding buildings and streets.

A specially trained bomb dis-
posal team was called. Using a
robot-like device they broke one
of the car’s windows. Inside they
found two large cans of petrol, gun-
powder, two clocks, batteries and
tanks full of propane — a type of gas
compressed into a liquid. Propane is
highly flammable. There were also
fireworks in the car.

Once the bomb disposal team had
made the car safe it was taken away.

The mayor of New York, Michael
Bloomberg, and the city’s Chief of
Police said the bomb was badly de-
signed. However, if it had exploded,
they said, many people could have
been killed or seriously wounded.
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An investigation immediately
started to find the person or people
who put the bomb in the car and
drove it to Times Square. Police
studied hundreds of hours of pic-
tures taken from CCTV cameras in
the surrounding area.
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Times Square

On 4th May the Chief of Police
announced a man had been arrested.
The man had been on a plane about
to take off from New York airport.
The plane was going to Dubai. The
police said the man is an American
citizen who was originally from Pa-
kistan and that he had admitted park-
ing the car in Times Square.

Experts say the car bomb was
similar to one found in London, the
capital of the UK, in 2007. This car
bomb also failed to go off. The peo-
ple discovered to have organised the
bomb belonged to a group of Mus-
lims that was angry about the UK
government’s involvement in the
wars in Irag and Afghanistan. £

CLIMBING ARGUMENT

On 27th April a South Korean
woman claimed a new record — the
first woman to have climbed the
14 highest mountains in the world.
However, another female climber
from Spain, who is now climbing
the last of her 14 peaks, claims the
South Korean woman did not reach
the top of one of the mountains she
climbed last year.

The world’s 14 highest moun-
tains are nicknamed the 8,000ers
(or Eight-thousanders). This is be-
cause they are all over 8,000 metres
(26,247 feet) high. They include
Mount Everest and K2, the worlds
highest and second highest moun-
tains. All 14 peaks are either in the
Himalayan Mountain Range, close
to the border between Nepal and the
Tibet Autonomous Region of China,
or the Karakoram Mountain Range,
in the part of Kashmir controlled
by Pakistan.

Oh Eun-Sun, the South Ko-
rean climber, reached the top of
her first Eight-thousander in 1997.
The second one she climbed was
Mount Everest.

On 27th April, Ms Oh reached
the top of Annapurna, her 14th
and last Eight-thousander. A South
Korean outdoor clothing company
has sponsored Ms Oh. A live tel-
evision broadcast on South Korean
television showed her reaching the
top of her final Eight-thousander.
A cameraman who was part of the
team accompanying Ms Oh took
the film.

Edurne Pasaban is the Span-
ish woman who is also trying to
climb all 14 peaks. She climbed
her first one in 2001. Ms Pasaban
reached the top of Annapurna in
April. She now only has one left to
climb, Shishapangma, in Tibet. This
mountain is 8,027 metres (26,335
feet) high and is the smallest of the
14 peaks.

The records of which climbers
have reached the top of many of
the world’s highest mountains are
kept by Elizabeth Hawley. She is
an 86-year-old American mountain
historian who lives in Kathm